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REF: 2371 

Height: 63.48 cm (25") 

Width: 81.25 cm (32") 

Description

Carl Peter Hedelaion (Danish, 20th Century)
River Landscape with Moored Boat
Circa 1950
Oil on canvas
Signed lower left

A beautifully textured and atmospheric mid-century Danish landscape by Carl Peter Hedelaion, depicting a
tranquil river or lakeside setting with a solitary rowing boat resting along the water's edge. Painted with rich
impasto and a refined palette of soft greens, blues and ochres, the work embodies the calm simplicity and
decorative elegance associated with Scandinavian landscape painting of the post-war period.

The composition presents an expansive pastoral view where gently rolling fields descend towards a serene
stretch of water. In the foreground, a weathered white boat lies moored along the grassy bank, its simple
form providing a focal point against the broad sweep of the landscape. Beyond, the river reflects the pale
Nordic sky, while distant fields and low hills dissolve softly into the horizon. The artist has reduced the
scene to its essential elements, creating a composition that is both harmonious and timeless.

Carl Peter Hedelaion worked within the strong Scandinavian tradition of landscape painting that flourished
throughout the twentieth century. Danish artists were particularly drawn to the quiet beauty of their native
countryside, favouring intimate scenes that celebrated the relationship between land, water and sky. Rather
than pursuing dramatic effects, they sought to capture atmosphere, balance and a profound sense of place.
This painting is a fine example of that tradition, conveying a mood of peace and contemplation through
restrained colour and confident design.

One of the most appealing aspects of the work is the artist's handling of paint. Thick passages of impasto
create a richly textured surface, with visible brush and palette knife marks adding energy and movement to
the composition. The rolling fields are constructed through broad sweeping strokes, while subtle variations
of colour suggest changing light across the landscape. This tactile surface rewards close inspection and
reveals the artist's assured technique.

The composition also demonstrates a sophisticated understanding of balance. The horizontal bands of land
and water are gently interrupted by the curved form of the boat and the varied contours of the shoreline,
creating a pleasing rhythm throughout the picture. The result is a work that feels both decorative and deeply
connected to nature.

Painted during the middle decades of the twentieth century, when Scandinavian design and aesthetics were
gaining international admiration, this landscape reflects the same emphasis on simplicity, harmony and
craftsmanship that characterised Danish artistic production of the period. The painting possesses a quiet
elegance and timeless appeal, making it equally suited to both traditional and contemporary interiors.

A charming and highly decorative example of mid-century Danish landscape painting, this work captures
the enduring beauty of the Nordic countryside with sensitivity, restraint and considerable painterly skill.
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